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I should throw in a Harry Potter 
or a Cher reference here). I tried 
to pick a mixture of sessions that 
fit the needs of my institution and 
appealed to my personal interests, 
and this worked well for me. 
I thought that MAC provided a 
really well-rounded experience 
outside of the sessions. I went on 
the “Downtown Lexington African American History” 
walking tour and found it fascinating. The ample op-
portunities for social interaction probably provided the 
most benefit to me, and thanks to the “Triple Crown of 
Internal Outreach” session, I now know how to explain 
that to my employer!
I would like to thank the selection committee for awarding 
me this scholarship and the donors for making it possible. 
The meeting proved to be an invaluable learning tool 
for me and has given me a solid foundation to show the 
importance of continuing education to my employer. As 
long as USCIS allows me to stay in the country, I’ll see 
you next year in Milwaukee!
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The 2015 MAC Annual Meeting in Lexington, Kentucky, 
was my first experience at a professional conference in 
America, and it was great!
I was nervous—I am a very new archivist. I graduated with 
my public history MA in May 2014, and I have been in 
my lone arranger role just nine months. Add to that my 
fear of becoming “the foreign kid with the hair,” and it 
seemed like a recipe for awkwardness. Thankfully, all my 
fears were unfounded as MAC lived up to its reputation of 
being friendly and welcoming. I met so many interesting 
people and was able to make really useful connections, 
especially with other lone arrangers and with archivists 
working for religious congregations. Realizing that your 
issues are no different from anyone else’s is surprisingly 
comforting.
I found the sessions informative and challenging, and I 
especially enjoyed the variety of styles of presentation. I 
found the nontraditional formats very engaging (even 
though the thought of actually participating in a discus-
sion held an element of terror). The only difficulty was 
deciding which sessions to attend. I’d have loved to have 
been able to turn back time and attend them all (I imagine 
